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Bina Agarwal's research is both theoretical and empirical in scope, with a particular focus on
the most disadvantaged. An economist with a keen interest in interdisciplinary and
intercountry explorations, her publications include nine books and over seventy professional
papers on subjects such as land, livelihoods and property rights; environment and
development; food security; the political economy of gender; poverty and inequality; law;
and agriculture and technological change.

Among her best known works is A Field of One’s Own: Gender and Land Rights in South
Asia (Cambridge University Press, 1994) which was awarded the A.K. Coomaraswamy Book
Prize 1996; the Edgar Graham Book Prize 1996; and the K. H. Batheja Award 1996. The jury
of the Edgar Graham prize called it *a superb analysis’, ‘a classic landmark work of
reference’ and a ‘lasting milestone’. In 2002 she received the Malcolm Adhiseshiah award for
distinguished contributions to Development Studies, and in 2005 the Ramesh Chandra award
for “outstanding contributions to agricultural economics”. Her writings placed the issue of
women’s land rights centrally on the agenda of governments, civil society groups, and
international agencies. In 2005, she also catalyzed a successful campaign for the
comprehensive amendment of Hindu Inheritance law in India to make it gender equal.

In her most recent book Gender and Green Governance (Oxford University Press 2010)
Agarwal explores the impact of women’s presence on forest governance and conservation.
Elinor Ostrom, 2009 Nobel Laureate in Economics, endorses the book as follows: ‘Bina
Agarwal has crafted a book of central importance in today’s world. ... With analytical rigour
and originality, Agarwal bridges major gaps in our understanding of the difference women
can make, when they are actively involved in forest governance.’
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